i8*                             TO EUROPE

CI have been here for the last three days. I have enjoyed
renewing my acquaintance with the old sights of Rome, the frag-
mentary remains of a powerful State that has influenced the
civilization of the world. Christendom has raised its monu-
mental buildings in Rome out of the Roman or Pagan buildings
which have been destroyed by man and nature. The Greek and
Roman civilization has exerted great influence in moulding the
destinies of the world and especially Europe. The remains of
art and literature are so fine that one wonders at the sight of
them.' i

And thence by way of Florence, Venice, and Lake Garda
into the Austrian Tyrol. The tour was a great success.
The Maharaja was in good spirits; the staff was small and
manageable, and there was no fixed programme. But
Berlin was calling in the person of Prince Jaisinh Rao, and
the Maharaja was anxious to consult his German doctors
about himself. Opportunity was, however, taken of
visiting many German institutes, and notes were sent to
Baroda on the expenses of training students in electric
works, and pictures of the special measures adopted in
Germany for the physical culture of youth since the aboli-
tion of conscription. July was spent in Czechoslovakia and
Austria, and in August the party returned to St. Moritz.
They had not long been established there before the
terrible news arrived from Flushing of the death of Prince
Jaisinh Rao. The party immediately left for Paris.

In a long life one must expect bereavements, but Fate
seemed to have been specially unkind to the Maharaja.
Not only had he lost his first wife prematurely, and his
elder brother long before the allotted human span, but his
three eldest sons, all of whom might reasonably have
been expected to survive him, had now gone. He had but
recently lost his son-in-law, and by the death of his
daughter-in-law the young Prince Pratap Singh was early

1 Unpublished letter to Sir Maxmbhai Mehta, Dewan, dated 8.4.1923.